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Russia  Be  li  e ved 
Testing  V-2s  at 
Peene  mii  e n (1  e 


Former  Webnuacht  Expert 
Has  Unverified  Reports 
Plan  t s Are  in  Operation 


By  Wirth  sr.  fe  th # f {er nid  TYrbux?* 

CopyJ-Uht,  1946,  New  York  TrÉfcwne  Inc. 

FRANKFURT  AM  MAIN,  July 
Sl.  — Recem  press  reports  of 
lockets  observed  over  Swedish  ter* 
ritory  and  the  Baltic  Sea  probably 
mean  that  the  Russians  are  en- 
ga  ged  in  V-2  experimenta  tion  a i 
Peenemuende,  in  northem  Forne- 
ranla*  aceorrilng  to  a former 
Wehrmaeht  rocket  expert  who  now 
iives  in  Frankfurt  am  Ma  in, 

T his  German  englneer,  who  pre- 
fers  t o rem  a in  anonymous,  was 
uotil  the  last  days  of  the  war  en* 
gaged  in  rocket  research  a t Peene- 
muende and  other  experimental 
stations. 

He  said  he  has  received  uncon* 
hrmed  reports  from  the  Russian 
zone  of  oecupation  Uiat  the  former 
roeket  produetion  and  assembly 
planta  and  laboratories  at  Nord- 
hausen*  Blelcherode.  Sondershau- 
srn  and  Saalfeld  are  operating 
again,  though  no  det  ail  ed  informa- 
tion is  avaiiable  as  to  the  nature 
and  type  of  the  work+ 

Nordhausen  was  an  elaborate 
tmderground  assembly  plant,  and 
the  other  three  stations  manufac* 
tured  V-2  parts  and  carried  on 
testing. 

If  rockats  are  betog  launched 
out  over  the  Baltic.  as  recent  re- 
ports from  Stockholm  would  indi- 
cate,  then  imdoubtedly  the  Rus- 
sians ha  ve  put  the  famous  Wehr- 
macht  rocket  station  at  Peenel 
muende  back  toto  operation,  tliis 
engineer  states. 

Peenemuende  was  bombed  by 
the  Royal  Air  Force  durmg  the 
clostoE:  months  of  the  war'  hut 
was  not  damaged  beyond  repair, 
Tlie  rocket -Iaimchmg  sites  were 
un touched  when  this  engineer  and 
the  en  ti  re  slaff  were  evacuated 
from  the  Baltic  experimental  sta- 
tion in  the  last  weeks  of  the  war. 

Between  3,000  and  5.000  work* 
ers  and  several  hundred  experts 
were  taken  from  Peenemuende  to 
Bleicherode  and  later  to  Otaeram- 
mergau,  in  Bavaria.  where  they 
were  taken  over  by  American 
troops.  Acoordlng  to  this  in- 
formant,  most  of  these  sclentists 
were  sent  to  England  and  to  Amer- 
ica in  rocket  teams  to  cöntinue 
their  research  work, 

100  of  the  rocket  technlcans  are 
now  to  the  United  States,  but  the 
Rritish  group  has  been  disbanded 
and  brought  back  to  Ger  ma  ny, 
according  to  this  souree. 

If  they  are  carrying  on  rocket 
experimenta  tion  in  their  zone.  the 
Russians  are  suffering  from  sev* 
eral  basi  c handicaps,  the  inf  orm- 
an t said.  Exccpt  for  s killed  la  bor, 
the  Russians  are  unable  to  ga E her 
in  the  key  technicians.  However,  a 
tnp-ranktog  rocket  engineer  who 
Isa  frienri  of  this  Inlormant  is 
knnwn  to  be  working  for  the 
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Russians. 


